Elder Abuse

Reporting Laws
B. Elder Abuse and Neglect Reporting Requirements 

What Is Elder Abuse And Neglect?
Elder Abuse and Neglect can be actions or non-actions that include:  Physical, sexual, emotional/psychological abuse, neglect, financial or material exploitation, abandonment or SELF-NEGLECT.  Elder abuse and neglect means purposely inflicting physical pain, injury, or mental distress on, or sexually assaulting, a vulnerable adult.  It also includes self-neglect by the vulnerable adult. 
What Is A Vulnerable Adult?
A vulnerable adult is someone who is 18 years of age or older and who is unable to meet his or her own needs or to seek help without assistance because of physical or mental impairment.

When Should You Report Elder Abuse and Neglect?
Certain people are required to file a report if they have reasonable cause to suspect elder abuse or neglect. A person must only have to SUSPECT abuse to make the report, they do not need to investigate or have evidence.  You can not keep information confidential when there is a threat or a danger to an elder or when legal requirements demand a report.      

Who Is Required To Report? 

Mandatory reporters include physicians or other licensed health care providers, mental health professional (including marital and family therapist), pharmacist, residential care or nursing home administrator, guardian or conservator, police officer, village public safety officer, village health aide, social worker, a member of the clergy, an employee of a personal care or home health aide program, an emergency medical technician, physical therapists, hospital or clinical administrators, caregiver of a vulnerable adult, and certified nurses aides.  Mandatory reporters MUST report elder abuse and neglect, even outside of their duties.  

ANYONE may report an elder’s harm if they have reasonable cause to suspect the harm, is a result of elder abuse and neglect.  A person who has reported suspected abuse is not liable for prosecution; however, a person who suspects abuse and does not report is liable for prosecution.

What Information Must Be Included?
The report must include the name and address of the vulnerable adult, information relating to the abuse or neglect, and other information that the reporting person feels might be helpful in the investigation of the case or in providing protection to the vulnerable adult.

When Must The Report Be Made?
A person who has reasonable cause to suspect elder abuse or neglect must make a report within 24 hours of first learning about the suspected harm. 

Where Should The Report Be Made?
A person who is required to report elder abuse or neglect must make the report to the Department of Administration Adult Protective Services (APS).

However, if the person making the report believes that immediate action is necessary to protect the vulnerable adult from imminent risk of serious physical harm, and Adult Protective Services cannot be reached, then the report can be made to a police officer or a VPSO.

If the vulnerable adult was exploited, abused, or neglected in an out-of-home care facility, the person required to report may instead make the report to the Department of Health and Social Services.

What Is The Telephone Number For Making The Report?
The report must be made to Adult Protective Services: 1 (800) 478-9996.

What Happens If A Mandatory Reporter Does Not Report?
A person who is required to report and fails to do so, is guilty of a class B misdemeanor under the Alaska state law.

If the mandatory reporter fails to report and is a member of a profession that is licensed, certified, or regulated by the state, the Court is required to notify the appropriate licensing, certifying, or regulating entity of the conviction.

What Happens If A Report Is Erroneously Made? 

 The law provides that a person, who in good faith reports elder abuse or neglect, is immune from civil or criminal liability.
What Happens After A Report Of Harm Is Made?
Adult Protective Services will promptly initiate an investigation to determine whether the vulnerable adult has been abused or neglected.

